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indeed were fair, but new, and to him uncertain. However, that since
they were come a great way for his sake, they should not be molested nor
hindered from preaching to his subjects. He also appointed them necessary
subsistence and a dwelling-place in Canterbury, the capital city of his
dominions. They came thither in procession, singing, and imitated the
lives of the apostles, serving God in prayer, watching, and fasting; despising
the things of this world as persons who belonged to another, and ready
to suffer or die for the faith which they preached. There stood near the
city an old church of St Martin left by the Britons. In this was the queen
accustomed to perform her devotions, and in it the apostolic preachers
began to meet, sing, say mass, preach, and baptize till, the king being
converted, they had licence to repair and build churches everywhere.
Several among the people were converted and received the holy sacrament
of regeneration; and in a short time the king himself, whose conversion
was followed by innumerable others.

Bede says that St Augustine after this went back to Aries to Etherius,
bishop of that city, from whose hands he received the episcopal con-
secration; but for Etherius we must read Virgilius, who was at that time
Archbishop of Aries, Etherius being Bishop "of Lyons. The reason why
he went so far seems to have been because the Archbishop of Aries was
not only primate, but apostolic legate in Gaul; and Augustine probably
wanted his advice in many things. The saint had baptized the king and
was himself ordained bishop before October 5"97, within the space of one
year; for the letter of St Gregory to encourage the missionaries in France
to proceed was dated on the loth of August 596. In 598 the same pope
wrote to Eulogius, Patriarch of Alexandria, that Augustine had been
ordained bishop, with his licence, by the German prelates; so he calls
the French because they came from Germany. He adds, " In the last
solemnity of our Lord's nativity, more than ten thousand of the English
nation were baptized by this our brother and fellow-bishop."

St Augustine, immediately after his return into Britain, sent Laurence
and Peter to Rome to solicit a supply of more labourers, and they brought
over several excellent disciples of Pope Gregory; among whom were
Mellitus, the first bishop of London, Justus, the first bishop of Rochester,
Paulinus, the first archbishop of York, and Rufinianus, the third abbot
of Augustine's. " With this colony of new missionaries, the holy pope
sent all things in general for the divine worship and the service of the
church, viz.: sacred vessels, altar-cloths, ornaments for churches, and
vestments for priests and clerks, relics of the holy apostles and martyrs,
and many books,*' as Bede writes.1 St Augustine wrote frequently to
St Gregory, whom he consulted in the least difficulties which occurred
in his ministry, which shows the tenderness of his conscience; for in
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